
Fact Sheet: Danish Crown’s Sustainability Strategy
This document contains an elaborate overview of Danish Crown’s sustainability strategy

BACKGROUND  
Danish Crown has begun a developmental journey, which is going to make Danish Crown the world’s most sustainable 
and successful meat producer by 2030 and lead the way towards climate neutrality by 2050. 

According to climate researchers across the globe, meat represents one of the greatest challenges for the wellbeing of 
Earth, regarding the climate and living conditions for future generations. This is a fundamental challenge for all meat 
producers, and it has placed Danish Crown at a crossroad. We could keep eating and producing meat as we are doing 
now. Or we could begin to change by producing meat with a greater focus on sustainability. At Danish Crown we have 
chosen the track towards a greener and more sustainable future for meat.  

The journey will be long, and it will take time to change the entire value chain for one of the world’s largest meat 
producers including almost 7.000 owners and farmers. We know our destination, but we still have a lot of unanswered 
questions. This means that this will be a joint journey we will take alongside our value chain from farm to fork, from 
feed to consumer.

The journey has begun, and we will follow this timetable:
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OUR STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
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Danish Crown’s sustainability strategy founded upon the UN’s Global Goals, which we have related to the different 
stages of the value chain, where we have the most influence. The strategy is built upon being responsible in all parts 
of meat production, and at the center of the model we have placed the core, which we call Feeding the World. Here 
we will search for new solutions to the large and complex questions about topics such as the sustainable feed of the 
future and new technologies.

The model is displayed below.

 

We have decided upon a group of strategic projects, which will make us reach our goal. Some of the projects are new, 
while others are already under way. Take a look at the overview below. 



SUMMARY OF THE SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY

Goals for 2030
• Danish Crown wants to be the world’s most sustainable and successful meat producer.
• Danish Crown wants to reduce the emission of greenhouse gasses with 50 percent (compared to 2005). 
•  All suppliers of pigs to Danish Crown’s abattoirs will be a part of the group’s development program for sustainable 

farming, which we are calling The Climate Track. 

Vision for 2050
• It is our vision that by 2050 Danish Crown will be a climate neutral food production (net-zero emission).

A FURTHER LOOK AT SELECTED PARTS OF DANISH CROWN’S SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY: 

1) Sustainable Farming

Theme Examples of initiatives

First steps towards our 2030 goal called climate efficient 
farming

• Fossil-free farming by 2050
• Devolopment plan for world class feed
• Strategy for manure management 
•  Define climate efficiency with external partners. 

Sustainability certified farming, The Climate Track •  The Climate Track is launched for the Danish owners 
and as soon as 2019 it will include 90% of pigs deliv-
ered to Danish Crown’s Danish abattoirs. The Climate 
Track is a joint development program for agriculture 
and Danish Crown, it includes a sustainability certifica-
tion (as an entry to the program), yearly preparation of 
sustainability/climate reports, voluntary objectives and 
ongoing initiatives for increased sustainability.  Danish 
Crown will develop new joint strategies which will 
accelerate the journey towards the goal. 

The highest standards of farming • Ambitious antibiotic policies 
• Ambitious feed policies.  

Thorough facts about the Climate Track: 90 percent of Danish Crown’s pigs are already certified in 2019 
Danish Crown has currently certified the first 100 farmers. This has shown, that they already have reduced their 
 emission of greenhouse gasses by 7,5 percent (compared to 2016 which is the basis for the Climate Track) and 
 combined they have obligated to initiatives, that will reduce their combined carbon footprint by a further 5 percent 
by the end of 2021. By the exit of 2019, 90 percent of all pigs, delivered to a Danish abattoir, will be delivered from a 
certified farm.
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2) Sustainable food production 

3) Good jobs for everyone

4) Together with customers and consumers

Theme Examples of initiatives

Climate neutral production • Fossil-free production by 2050  
• Low-emission transportation. 

Zero waste • Elimination of animal waste by abattoirs
• Waste program by primary sources
• Energy and water efficiency.

Animal welfare certified abattoirs •  The goal is to animal welfare certify all the group’s 
abattoirs.

Theme Examples of initiatives

Safe workplace •  High ambitions for working environment, strength 
of the workplace’s ability to adapt to initiatives and 
implement health and safety arrangements.

Social integration •  Conceptualize and spread our successful experiences of 
social integration.  

Career directions and training of production staff •  Visible career and training opportunities to secure a 
future for both trained and un-trained employees.

Theme Examples of initiatives

Increase sales and value of our sustainable products •  Develop products adjusted to the need for a healthy 
and sustainable diet

•  Advance sales of sustainable products and thereby lift 
sustainability level for the category

• Sustainable packaging
• Reduce waste of food.

Supplemental facts: We take responsibility for social integration
Creating places of employment for people on the edge of the labor market is special priority for us. Danish Crown is 
one of the most diverse and socially responsible companies on the Danish and European labor market for production 
workers. In 2018 Danish Crown took responsibility for integrating 140 immigrants and 35 social security recipients in 
the labor market. Danish Crown will as a part of the sustainability strategy strengthen and further develop our concept 
for social integration on the labor market. 
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